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Vintage | 2022
Ski Resort | Jackson Hole Resort, 
Teton Village, WY 
Varietal | 100% Cabernet 
Sauvignon 
AVAs | Rutherford, Coombsville, 
Oak Knoll 
Harvest Date | October 7 & 10, 
2022
Alcohol | 14.6%

pH | 3.77
Brix | 24.6
Fermentation | Fermented lots 
individually in stainless steel tanks, 
average 4 days cold soak and 22 
days on skins
Aging | French oak barrels for 
approximately 26 months, about 
60% new French oak 
Bottling Date | February 19, 2025 
Production | 242 cases

On the ski slopes, Black Diamond runs let you know that you are about to 
experience the most exhilarating runs the mountain has to offer. Our Black 
Diamond Reserve is used to mark the best barrels we produce annually. The 2009 
release of Black Diamond Reserve Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon was the beginning of 
an ongoing program that now culminates each year during Harvest Season with a 
"Name the Vintage" contest. Parallel Wines' fans submit a Black Diamond or Double 
Black Diamond ski run at a favorite resort, and the winner is rewarded with an etched 
3L bottle of their named vintage upon its release.

PHILIPPE  MELKA  WINEMAKER  TASTING  NOTES

"THE 2022 BLACK DIAMOND RESERVE REPRESENTS THE MOST EXPRESSIVE AND STRUCTURED VINEYARDS 
AND BARRELS OF THE VINTAGE. IN A WARMER VINTAGE, THE DECISION TO SOURCE EXCLUSIVELY FROM 
TWO COOLER VINEYARD SITES IN NAPA VALLEY WAS CRITICAL—ALLOWING FOR LONGER HANG TIME, 
VIBRANT WELL-INTEGRATED NATURAL ACIDITY, AND A BALANCE OF RIPENESS WITHOUT LOSING THE 
FRESHNESS. THE RESULT IS A WINE OF REMARKABLE INTENSITY THAT RETAINS POISE AND LIFT. THE NOSE 
OPENS WITH A GENEROUS MIX OF CASSIS, BLACKBERRY, AND BLACK PLUM, LAYERED WITH NOTES OF 
SAGE, DRIED HERBS, AND GRAPHITE. HINTS OF DARK CHOCOLATE, CEDAR, AND FLORAL VIOLET ROUND 
OUT THE AROMATIC PROFILE. ON THE PALATE, THE WINE IS FULL-BODIED, JUICY, AND REMARKABLY 
APPROACHABLE IN ITS YOUTH. VELVET TANNINS WRAP AROUND A CORE OF RIPE BLACK FRUIT, WARM 
SPICES, AND A HINT OF BLUE FRUIT THAT IS SUPPORTED BY A SUBTLE, NATURAL SWEETNESS AND WELL-
INTEGRATED OAK. 'RENDEZVOUS' CAPTURES THE BEST OF A VINTAGE THAT DEMANDED PRECISION—
COOL-SITE SOURCING PRESERVED FRESHNESS IN A WARM YEAR, PRODUCING A WINE OF EXCEPTIONAL 
INTENSITY, PURITY, AND POISE. WHILE BUILT FOR LONG-TERM AGING (15–20 YEARS), THE 2022 BLACK 
DIAMOND RESERVE IS ALREADY DRINKING BEAUTIFULLY, OFFERING A PLUSH, FRUIT-DRIVEN PROFILE WITH 
THE STRUCTURE AND COMPLEXITY THAT DEFINE THE PARALLEL NAPA VALLEY STYLE."

95 POINTS - THE WINE PALATE
"THE 2022 CABERNET SAUVIGNON BLACK DIAMOND RESERVE IS 100% CABERNET 
SAUVIGNON. DEEP GARNET-PURPLE COLORED, IT COMES BARRELING OUT WITH NOTES OF 
CRÈME DE CASSIS, WILD BLUEBERRIES, AND BOYSENBERRIES, PLUS HINTS OF MENTHOL, 
CRUSHED ROCKS, AND UNDERBRUSH. THE MEDIUM TO FULL-BODIED PALATE DELIVERS 
MUSCULAR BLACK FRUITS WITH GRAINY TANNINS AND BAGS OF FRESHNESS TO SUPPORT, 
FINISHING LONG AND SAVORY."




